Rede, Return, and Responsibility

’An It Harm None, Do What Ye Will.  

If I could get the font any larger I would.  Remember this first and foremost and live by it.  The Rede is one rule that all witches should memorize, understand, and incorporate into their lives.  If it harms none then do what you Will.  

There are two parts to the Rede.  The first, “If it harms none,” which means that if your actions will not bring harm, misfortune, or ill towards anyone including yourself, “Then do what you Will”.  Notice that I capitalized Will.  This is because it is Will; conscious intent, true desire, and self-confidence, the core of the human spirit, which is the key to Magick.

Logic and Semantics – An Aside

I have always considered St. Anselm’s argument for the existence of God to be an ingenious work of logic.  In the Catholic tradition, St. Anselm, a product of platonic philosophy, concocted an ontological argument to prove the existence of God in his book, the Proslogion.  Simply put, it states that God is “that than which nothing greater can be conceived.”  

Why do I consider this to be an ingenious argument when it’s not even a full sentence?  Look at it in this manner; God is that than which nothing greater can be conceived, thus God exists solely in realm of the intellect.  However, God IS that than which nothing greater can be conceived, and part of “that which can be conceived” is physical existence, then that makes God real.  God is that than which nothing greater can be conceived, and reality is a part of the conception, then God is real.

As an aside, but still a valid point, St. Thomas Aquinas pursued a cosmological argument to prove the existence of God.  St. Thomas Aquinas, a product of Aristotelian philosophy, essentially stated that to see God, one must look into the face of nature.  In his eyes, the essence of God was all around us in the natural world, in everything from the changing of the seasons to the instinctual impulses that drive the animal kingdom.  To look upon the face of Nature is to look upon the face of God.  

Obviously I subscribe to both points of view, however, my view of “God” tends to be much more Pagan.  As Pagans it doesn’t hurt to learn about what other peoples and cultures believe, especially religions that you’ve never heard of before.  Not surprisingly there is an enormous degree of similarity between the beliefs of pre-Christian Pagan civilizations the world over.  Why?  These people studied the face of God, they studied Nature, and they worshiped the moon, the sun, the rain, and the forest.  Our primitive pagan ancestors knew more about the true nature of their world than we as a modern society will ever be able to know, for we have removed ourselves from the natural world to live in the concrete jungle of “civilization” with our fellow men.

Logic and Semantics – The Rede

“‘An it harm none”, if no harm comes from it, “Then do what ye Will,” then act upon your desires.  The logic of this argument is impressive to me.  Take a moment and meditate upon the Rede, think of its meanings, concentrate upon its intent.  Now, once you are fully satisfied with your own answers, attempt to argue against the Rede.  Is it even possible?  

‘An it harm none, then do what ye Will.  Outside of bastardizing the English language and twisting the meanings and intentions of the words around like a Televangelist lecturing from the Old Testament on a Sunday Morning show, I can’t think of any arguments against the Rede.  It would be like trying to argue that breathing oxygen causes suffocation, that water is in fact dry and not wet, or that all pigs fly due to the feathery angel wings on their backs…impossible to do.

The Threefold Law of Return

Whatever energy you send out shall return to you three-fold

The Three-fold Law of Return is very similar to the law of Karma, except that you get paid back three times greater.  This is why it is imperative that all Witches first understand and follow the Rede.  Any energy that you send out; be it positive or negative, will return with three times the impact.  

Proper examination of self and intent should be performed before working magick.  Learning how to use a divination oracle, such as the Tarot or Runes, can save the working Witch lot of trouble, especially when first beginning down the Wiccan Path.  As a rule, I always perform a Tarot reading before I ever begin any major magickal working.  I personally believe that it has saved my “gluteus maximus” quite a few times.

When casting a spell with positive intentions, a positive spell, positive energy, I am guaranteed that I will receive a positive return and three times the positive consequences.  If I were to cast a spell with negative intentions, a negative spell, negative energy, something that would cause Harm, then I am also guaranteed that I will receive a negative return with three times the negative consequences.  

It is because of the Threefold Law of Return that the Rede must first be consulted.  If I were to bring about harm to another, especially on purpose, three times that power would rightfully return to me.  Thus, it is of the utmost importance that when working magick or dealing with people in general, that we as Witches make sure that we learn, understand, and live every moment by the Rede.

Responsibility

As stated before, a Witch is one who accepts the full responsibility for his or her actions.  As a Witch we are required as a part of our Path to understand the Rede and to accept the consequences of our actions.  If I were to push some bad mojo, then as a real Witch I expect to receive three times the bad mojo that I sent out.  When I work with positive, wholesome, and healing energies, I fully expect to receive three times the good effort that I sent out.  This is why it is known as the Threefold Law of Return, it is a natural law, much like gravity, the changing of the seasons, and the cycles of the moon.  It just is, it just does, and it always will.  

The great philosopher Stan Lee once wrote “With great power comes great responsibility.”  While Stan Lee is a comic book author and artist, the truth and wisdom of that phrase will outlast each and every one of us.  As Witches, while we may not wear colorful tights, leap over tall buildings in a single bound, or fly faster than an speeding bullet; we do gain great power and knowledge by learning the forgotten truths of our ancestors.  It is the Threefold Law of Return that balances that great power, for it requires us to use our power and knowledge responsibly by working within the framework of the Rede.  As long as we work to enable others, to help others grow, and to bring good things into this world, then we will always be blessed.

Blessed Be,

-Phoenix Forestsong

