Put The Writ Back Into (w)Ritual
Merry Meet!  Yes I know there is no silent W in ritual…but there should be.  For the rest of this article, I want you to add that silent W onto ritual, like this: writual.  Concentrate on the ‘writ’ portion and what writing means to you.

To begin, magick is made up of two primary components, internal mental programming and the manipulation of energy.  While I would love to say that mental programming and energy manipulation are two separate components, they’re not.  If you are an accomplished Witch you know that the distinction between visualization, mental programming, and the manipulation of energy is an extremely gray area.  Where does one begin and the other end?  It ultimately doesn’t matter.  The important factor is that as a Witch you understand that magick is both mental programming and the manipulation of energy bridged by strong visualization.

Writing is the act of taking an idea and making it “real” by placing it onto a written surface.  Writing and magick are one and the same.  Magick draws the essence of your desire to you, in physical form, while writing brings the essence of an idea into physical form through the written word.  Both sciences have structure and form to bring formless concepts and ideas which were previously non-existent into physical form, existence itself.

With such a powerful tool at your command, how could you never see the connection before?  This is because we use writing for a variety of uses, most of all for the processing and perpetuity of information.  We write our telephone number on a napkin for a friend or prospective date, we write out instructions on how to do a task at work, we write email to friends, family, and co-workers.  We even write long articles for The Witches Voice because ‘we’ are an aspiring writer who has the urge to create and needs the practice.  
How often do you write just for fun?  How often do you sit down and record a journal or write a meaningful letter to a friend.  Do you ever write stories or poems just for the fun of it?  This is the real magick of writing; bringing an idea into existence through the use of choice words to create a complete and understood mental picture in the mind of the reader.  In this case, think of writing as mental telepathy, where you try to recreate the idea in your mind onto paper so that it can be passed into the minds of others with the same imagery and meaning.

Sounds difficult doesn’t it?  It really isn’t, it just takes a little bit of practice.  

A Quick Example

If I were to say:  “It was a beautiful night, the moon was full, the wind was blowing, and the air was warm.”  That says something, but really doesn’t say too much about anything specifically.  As a reader you understand that this was a “beautiful” night, with a full moon, and was windy and warm.  That’s all.  In addition, beautiful is a term that is different for every single person on the face of the earth.  I find vast arctic wastelands beautiful, majestic, and mysterious, while others would find my definition of beauty to be boring.  While your definition of beauty might be an orange 1969 Dodge Charger, I would only see the “Dukes of Hazzard” car.
Thus, there is Magickal writing and mundane writing.  Mundane writing is great for work and other instances when time is a factor and just the basics need to be communicated.  Magickal writing is detailed, descriptive, intense, emotional, and full of life.  Magickal writing speaks to the soul while mundane writing speaks only to the intellect.  

The same scenario as above, presented in a magickal writing style:  “It was a beautiful night.  The moon hung high in the sky, like the Goddess heavy with child.  Her silvery light shone down upon the tops of evergreen trees, dancing in the liquid moonlight as the breath of the west made itself known, whistling through the branches of these great and mighty trees, the offspring of the earth.  The warm breeze made this magickal night pleasant and comfortable, giving me a sense of purpose while at the same time realizing that every space is sacred in the eyes of the Gods.” 

The second example gives much better attention to detail and brings forth the hidden thoughts and feelings that, when writing the first sentence, were not present.  Magickal writing is time consuming and deep, it will build upon itself.  One-dimensional writing works great for quick messages to friends or reports that will only be half-read anyway, but magick requires a much deeper wellspring to draw from.  Magickal writing must be descriptive as to create mental triggers, not only for you, but for your audience as well.  

Lessons Learned:  Writing the Writual

When writing a writual, the very first task that you must do is to write the intent.  The whole of the writual depends upon the essence at its heart and that is the intent.  At first you should write as much as you can, giving background information as well as the preferred ultimate outcome.  Once complete, it is time to boil it down to the essence of the intent.  In all cases, a simple phrase should suffice, such as “I need a better job”, “I want to find my perfect love”, or “I want a child”.  This is the heart of the intent.  

Now, take the heart of the intent and expand upon it as you see necessary.  I need a better job, but I need a job that will pay all of my bills and a job that I will enjoy.  Expand it into one sentence; structure it as simple as possible.  Such as:  “I require a better job, one that will pay all of the bills and that I will enjoy.”  This will become your stated intent, the very heart of the writual…hold on to it!  This should be mundane writing, as you want it to be simple and memorable.
Now it is time to write the rest of the writual.  I will choose a full writual to bring about a better job, using the heart of my intent from earlier.  I will begin writing this assuming that you have your own style of opening and closing a circle.  
To begin, I state my intent at the start, so I would write down under Statement of Intent:  “I require a better job, one that will pay all of the bills and that I will enjoy.”  At this point of the exercise, each section is modular and can and probably will be shifted around to make a more balanced and complete writual.
Now, the next portion is to decide which deities you will use as well as to establish the proper lunar and (if you are so inclined) astrological hours necessary.  As I wish this to be universal, I will work solely with the Lord and Lady, but you can work with whomever you wish.  I will also use this on a full moon, as I really want this spell to have some power behind it.  As far as astrological hours, well…I don’t really truly understand astrology very well yet, so it is typically something that I ignore.  So as we are just working with segments of the writual now, I will add an invocation to the Lord and Lady and in at the completion of this exercise, it will be placed before the statement of intent.  

Now, the invocation could be as simple as “I call upon the Lord and Lady to join me in this circle”, but that’s a little boring, not to mention a little less respectful than I am comfortable with, so I would write in Magickal style:  “Lord and Lady hear me clear, I invite you into this circle for communion and for work.  I tremble with excitement at your imminent arrival.  Blessed Be the Goddess and God.”  Much better.

Now, it’s time to decide upon which candles and other supportive elements that you wish to add.  Typically I like to use poppets or gems, so in this case I will use a gold candle (because it feels most right) and a lodestone.  The idea is that I will empower the candle (a votive) for meditative purposes nightly and the lodestone I will carry with me throughout the day to bring the new job about in my life.
Assuming that everything has been cleansed and consecrated, I will begin by deciding the format of the writual.  The deities have been invited, the statement has been read, now I will prepare the candle first, and the lodestone second.  Finally I will tie the two together with a Purple ribbon (mystery/magick) and create a union between the two, so that the purpose of the candle and the lodestone are one.

*** Note:  The candle/gem/ribbon method is a personal preference of mine…it is probably is not a required craft tradition, and may not even be considered good magick, but it works for me.***
So as I plan on using a golden candle, I could write out something simple like “Candle of gold my job is getting old, bring me a new career before my accounts go into arrears.” It’s simple, cute, and it rhymes, but the energy that I’m trying to invoke does not fit the words.  So I will again use Magickal writing to spice things up.

“In the darkness of my night, this candle burning bright, draw to me an occupation, one that enhances my situation.  Oh powerful candle of gold, gatekeeper of the wisdom of old, grant me the blessing of wealth, through a new job with benefits of health”
This is much better than the sing-song children’s version above.  The second section of writing will be to empowering the lodestone.  Again, I could write something like:  “Lodestone of black, put me on track, bring to me a better job, one that sets me apart from the mob”.  Again, this one rhymes, it’s simple, and cute, but it is way too simple and really cuts short the energy that I’m looking for.
“From deep within the earth, Lodestone brings about new birth, attraction, and extraction.  Magnetic stone from Earth Mother’s womb, like an open flame in a dark room, free me from this stagnant situation.  Draw forth unto me a more positive working foundation, a position with a salary great, health benefits and more time for my mate.”
That is so much nicer.  It is a bit wordier, as there are very few words that rhyme well with salary, attraction, situation, etc.  However, I believe that the above phrase creates magickal imagery much better than the campy, sing-song, version before.  Your magickal writing does not even have to rhyme, such as this line in reference to a money spell:
“Like a great oak, leaves spread out far and wide, Great Lord and Lady, open the financial branches of my life towards your wealth giving light.  My arms held high above my head, reaching higher for the loving light that my spirit must be fed.  My feet rooted deep within the earth, great mother, your nourishing life push upward through my boughs, bring me the bounty that I require in these, my most dire of financial times.  My gods, My Gods, I beseech thee with this request, open my eyes and guide my hands so that this financial storm will finally come to rest.  And like the bounty of a beautiful spring day, birds of financial freedom come to rest in my branches.  Prosper and bring forth your offspring so that the cycle of eternal rebirth shall be made real in my life.”
Is it very wordy and complicated?  You bet!  But does it draw forth the right energies and ideas that will give your magick that extra oomph that you require?  You bet!

Now that two of the three key components have been established, the final is the completion of the spell.  At this point I would use the purple ribbon and tie the lodestone around the candle, which I would then place it on a pentacle at my altar.  

“Purple ribbon, symbol of Aradia’s mystery, the power of magick.  Bind these two entities, this candle of gold and this magnetic stone from the depths of the Earth.  Let their essences flow like two great rivers joining together, merging into one magickal being as to bring about the great change of employment that I require.  Lord and Lady, God and Goddess bright, I call upon you now, through the direction of my will, to empower these items in your name as to do the tasks which they have been created to do.”  
I would then empower my items for use.  Usually thanking the deities, for me, is a personal act and one in which I will speak from the heart, often ineloquently.  However, in this manner my truest and deepest appreciation is expressed for the time and the power that the Divine has lent to me.  

In closing, the writual has been written.  Now is the time to assemble it in the correct order and to make a few minor additions and touch ups here and there.  Some slight revision may be required for some clunky phrasing, however, the ideas, imagery, and energy of the language is much more important than proper grammar.  

As you can see, magickal writing is empowering, uplifting, creative, and full of life.  Magickal and mundane writing styles both have their places, yet many people bring mundane writing into their magickal work, thus losing a valuable ally in the spell casting process.  The process of magickal writing, like anything truly creative, is time consuming but at its completion, will leave you breathless at the beauty that you have just created.  

Even this document, as simple as the language and writing style that I’m using is, is still a magickal document.  It is a roadmap to writing better and more empowering spells and writuals for your spiritual use.  Don’t be afraid to let yourself go in your magickal writing and see just where your creativity and spirit can take you.

Blessed Be,

-Phoenix Forestsong 

The Completed Writual:

Name of Spell/Ritual:  The Movin’ On Up Employment Spell
Type:  For new employment

For Whom: Myself
Date:

Time:

Moon Phase:  Full

Circle Required:  Yes

Deities:  The God and Goddess

Required Items:  Gold Candle, lodestone, purple ribbon.

Invocation of the Divine:

“Lord and Lady hear me clear; I invite you into this circle for communion and for work.  I tremble with excitement at your imminent arrival.  Blessed Be the Goddess and God.”  

Statement of Intent:

“I require a better job, one that will pay all of the bills and that I will enjoy.”  
Empowerment of the Candle:

“In the darkness of my night, this candle burning bright, draw to me an occupation, one that enhances my situation.  Oh powerful candle of gold, gatekeeper of the wisdom of old, grant me the blessing of wealth, through a new job with benefits of health”

Empowerment of the Lodestone:

“From deep within the earth, Lodestone brings about new birth, attraction, and extraction.  Magnetic stone from Earth Mother’s womb, like an open flame in a dark room, free me from this stagnant situation.  Draw forth unto me a more positive working foundation, a position with a salary great, health benefits and more time for my mate.”

Completion of the Spell:

“Purple ribbon, symbol of Aradia’s mystery, the power of magick.  Bind these two entities, this candle of gold and this magnetic stone from the depths of the Earth.  Let their essences flow like two great rivers joining together, merging into one magickal being as to bring about the great change of employment that I require.  Lord and Lady, God and Goddess bright, I call upon you now, through the direction of my will, to empower these items in your name as to do the tasks which they have been created to do.”  

